ACTS 9:23-31

Now after many days were past, the Jews plotted
to kill him. 24But their plot became known to Saul.
And they watched the gates day and night, to Kill
him. 2°Then the disciples took him by night and
let him down through the wall in a large basket.

26 And when Saul had come to Jerusalem, he tried
to join the disciples; but they were all afraid of him,
and did not believe that he was a disciple. %" But
Barnabas took him and brought himto the
apostles. And he declared to them how he had
seen the Lord on the road, and that He had
spoken to him, and how he had preached boldly at
Damascus in the name of Jesus. ?®So he was
with them at Jerusalem, coming in and going out.
2 And he spoke boldly in the name of the Lord
Jesus and disputed against the Hellenists, but
they attempted to kill him. 3®When the brethren
found out, they brought him down to Caesarea
and sent him out to Tarsus.

¥ Then the churches throughout all Judea, Galilee,
and Samaria had peace and were edified. And
walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort
of the Holy Spirit, they were multiplied.

ACTS 11:19-26

Now those who were scattered after the
persecution that arose over Stephen traveled as
far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching
the word to no one but the Jews only. 2° But some
of them were men from Cyprus and Cyrene, who,
when they had come to Antioch, spoke to the
Hellenists, preaching the Lord Jesus. 2'And the
hand of the Lord was with them, and a great
number believed and turned to the Lord.

2 Then news of these things came to the ears of
the church in Jerusalem, and they sent out
Barnabas to go as far as Antioch. #When he
came and had seen the grace of God, he was
glad, and encouraged them all that with purpose of
heart they should continue with the Lord. 2 For he
was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith.
And a great many people were added to the Lord.

B Then Barnabas departed for Tarsus to seek
Saul. % And when he had found him, he brought
him to Antioch. So it was that for a whole year
they assembled with the church and taught a great
many people. And the disciples were first called
Christians in Antioch.

LET’S LEARN FROM OUR FOREFATHERS
Our spiritual forefathers were teachable.

They were friends who ate & prayed together.
ACTS 2:43
And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine
and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.

Our earliest brothers and sisters were unified.
They praised God both publicly and privately.

ACTS 2:46-47

So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house,
they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, 47 praising God and having favor
with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.

Our forerunner ancestors were very generous.
They helped make sure no one had any lack.

ACTS 4:32-35

Now the multitude of those who believed were of one heart and one soul; neither did anyone
say that any of the things he possessed was his own, but they had all things in common.

33 And with great power the apostles gave witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus.
And great grace was upon them all. 3 Nor was there anyone among them who lacked;

for all who were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the proceeds

of the things that were sold, 35 and laid them at the apostles’ feet;

and they distributed to each as anyone had need.

Our first leaders responded to true complaints.
Through spreading God’s word they multiplied.

ACTS 6:1-4,7

Now in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplying, there arose

a complaint against the Hebrews by the Hellenists, because their widows were neglected

in the daily distribution. 2 Then the twelve summoned the multitude of the disciples and said,
“Itis not desirable that we should leave the word of God and serve tables. 3 Therefore,
brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit

and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business; 4 but we will give ourselves
continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word.”

7 Then the word of God spread, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly

in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were obedient to the faith.

Our first generation was esteemed by others.
They practiced ministering to sick people.

ACTS 5:12-16

And through the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were done among the
people. And they were all with one accord in Solomon’s Porch. 13 Yet none of the rest
dared join them, but the people esteemed them highly. 4 And believers were increasingly
added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women, 15 so that they brought the sick out
into the streets and laid them on beds and couches, that at least the shadow of Peter
passing by might fall on some of them. 1€ Also a multitude gathered from the surrounding
cities to Jerusalem, bringing sick people and those who were tormented by unclean spirits,
and they were all healed.

Our originators excelled under pressure.
Their leaders reproduced themselves in them.

ACTS 8:1b-4

At that time a great persecution arose against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they
were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.

2 And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and made great lamentation over him.

3 As for Saul, he made havoc of the church, entering every house, and dragging off men and
women, committing them to prison.

4 Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the word.

In spite of persecution, they were forgiving.
ACTS 9:29-30
And he spoke boldly in the name of the Lord Jesus and disputed against the Hellenists,
but they attempted to kill him. 3 When the brethren found out, they brought him
down to Caesarea and sent him out to Tarsus.

Like us, they experienced different seasons.
ACTS 9:31

Then the churches throughout all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had peace and were edified.
And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, they were multiplied.
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