
Acts 13:13-43  - THE GOOD NEWS OF JUSTIFICATION 
   13 Now when Paul and his party set sail from Paphos, they came to 
Perga in Pamphylia; and John, departing from them, returned to 
Jerusalem.  14 But when they departed from Perga, they came to Antioch 
in Pisidia, and went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day and sat 
down.  15 And after the reading of the Law and the Prophets, the rulers of 
the synagogue sent to them, saying, “Men and brethren, if you have any 
word of exhortation for the people, say on.” 
   16 Then Paul stood up, and motioning with his hand said, “Men of Israel, 
and you who fear God, listen: 17 The God of this people Israel chose our 
fathers, and exalted the people when they dwelt as strangers in the land 
of Egypt, and with an uplifted arm He brought them out of it.  18 Now for a 
time of about forty years He put up with their ways in the wilderness.  
19 And when He had destroyed seven nations in the land of Canaan, He 
distributed their land to them by allotment. 
   20 “After that He gave them judges for about four hundred and fifty 
years, until Samuel the prophet.  21 And afterward they asked for a king; so 
God gave them Saul the son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for 
forty years.  22 And when He had removed him, He raised up for them 
David as king, to whom also He gave testimony and said, ‘I have found 
David the son of Jesse, a man after My own heart, who will do all My will.’  
23 From this man’s seed, according to the promise, God raised up for Israel 
a Savior —Jesus — 24 after John had first preached, before His coming, 
the baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel.  25 And as John was 
finishing his course, he said, ‘Who do you think I am?  I am not He.  But 
behold, there comes One after me, the sandals of whose feet I am not 
worthy to loose.’ 
   26 “Men and brethren, sons of the family of Abraham, and those among 
you who fear God, to you the word of this salvation has been sent.  27 For 
those who dwell in Jerusalem, and their rulers, because they did not know 
Him, nor even the voices of the Prophets which are read every Sabbath, 
have fulfilled them in condemning Him.  28 And though they found no cause 
for death in Him, they asked Pilate that He should be put to death.  29 Now 
when they had fulfilled all that was written concerning Him, they took Him 
down from the tree and laid Him in a tomb.  30 But God raised Him from the 
dead.  31 He was seen for many days by those who came up with Him from 
Galilee to Jerusalem, who are His witnesses to the people.  32 And we 
declare to you glad tidings — that promise which was made to the 
fathers.  33 God has fulfilled this for us their children, in that He has raised 
up Jesus.  As it is also written in the second Psalm:  
 

‘You are My Son, today I have begotten You.’  PSALM 2:7 
 

   34 And that He raised Him from the dead, no more to return to 
corruption, He has spoken thus:  
 

                                                                                                                     ‘I will give you the sure mercies of David.’  ISAIAH 55:3 
 

   35 Therefore He also says in another Psalm:  
 

         ‘You will not allow Your Holy One to see corruption.’  PSALM 16:10 
 

   36 “For David, after he had served his own generation by the will of God, 
fell asleep, was buried with his fathers, and saw corruption; 37 but He 
whom God raised up saw no corruption.  38 Therefore let it be known to 
you, brethren, that through this Man is preached to you the forgiveness of 
sins; 39 and by Him everyone who believes is justified from all things from 
which you could not be justified by the law of Moses.  40 Beware therefore, 
lest what has been spoken in the prophets come upon you: 
 

                                         41 ‘Behold, you despisers, marvel and perish!  HABAKKUK 1:5 
                 For I work a work in your days, 
                       A work which you will by no means believe, 
                       Though one were to declare it to you.’” 
 

   42 So when the Jews went out of the synagogue, the Gentiles begged 
that these words might be preached to them the next Sabbath.  43 Now 
when the congregation had broken up, many of the Jews and devout 
proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas, who, speaking to them, 
persuaded them to continue in the grace of God. 

OUR JUSTIFICATION IS   
- a completed action in past time -                             
. 
1. FULFILLED PROPHECY.  
 

Isaiah 45:25  “…In the LORD all the descendants of Israel shall be 
justified, and shall glory.’” 
 

Isaiah 53:11b  …By His knowledge My righteous Servant shall justify 
many, for He shall bear their iniquities. 
 

2. GRANTED FREELY. 
 

Romans 3:20,24,26,28 ....by the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified 
in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin……  24  …being 
justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus,…..   26 to demonstrate at the present time His righteousness, that 
He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus….  
28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith apart from the 
deeds of the law.   
 

3. IMPUTED RIGHTEOUSLY. 
 

Romans 4:24b-25  ….It shall be imputed to us who believe in Him who 
raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25 who was delivered up because 
of our offenses, and was raised because of our justification. 
 

4. SECURED SOLIDLY. 
 

Romans 5:1-2a  Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom also we 
have access by faith into this grace in which we stand,….  
 

5. DEMONSTRATED LOVINGLY. 
 

Romans 5:8-9  …God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while 
we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  9 Much more then, having now 
been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him.    
 

6. DERIVED LIFE. 
 

Romans 5:18   ….as through one man’s offense judgment came to all 
men, resulting in condemnation, even so through one Man’s righteous 
act the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of life.   
 

7. PREDESTINED DIVINELY.  
 

Romans 8:30,33  Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; 
whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these 
He also glorified….  33 Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect?       
It is God who justifies. 
 

8. PROVIDED CLEANSING. 
 

1 Corinthians 6:11  And such were some of you.  But you were washed, 
but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord 
Jesus and by the Spirit of our God. 
 

9. GIFTED TOTALLY. 
 

Galatians 2:16  …knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the 
law but by faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, 
that we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the 
law; for by the works of the law no flesh shall be justified. 
 

10.  PROMISED COVENANTALLY.  
 

Galatians 3:8,11,23-24 And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would 
justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel to Abraham 
beforehand, saying, “In you all the nations shall be blessed.” …… 11 But 
that no one is justified by the law in the sight of God is evident, for “the 
just shall live by faith.”……. 23 ….before faith came, we were kept under 
guard by the law, kept for the faith which would afterward be revealed. 
24 …..the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified 
by faith.  25 But after faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor. 



OUR JUSTIFICATION IS        

- a completed action in past time -               
.  

 

Definition – the planned provision of God, through 
which we  have been justified in His sight, thus 

freeing us from our guilt and His penalty for sin.  
 

1. FULFILLED PROPHECY  
 

Isaiah 45:22-25  “Look to Me, and be saved, all you ends of the 
earth!  For I am God, and there is no other.  23 I have sworn by Myself; the 
word has gone out of My mouth in righteous-ness, and shall not return, 
that to Me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall take an oath.  24 He 
shall say, ‘Surely in the LORD I have righteousness and strength.  To Him 
men shall come, and all shall be ashamed who are incensed against Him.  
25 In the LORD all the descendants of Israel shall be justified, 
and shall glory.’” 
 

Isaiah 53:11  He shall see the labor of His soul, and be satisfied.  By His 
knowledge My righteous Servant shall justify many, for He 
shall bear their iniquities. 
 

2. PROCLAIMED PUBLICLY 
 

Acts 13:38-39  Therefore let it be known to you, brethren, that through 
this Man is preached to you the forgiveness of sins; 39 and by Him 
everyone who believes is justified from all things from 
which you could not be justified by the law of Moses.  
 

3. GRANTED FREELY 
 

Romans 3:19-31  Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to 
those who are under the law, that every mouth may be stopped, and all 
the world may become guilty before God.  20 Therefore by the deeds of 
the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the 
law is the knowledge of sin. 

   21 But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, 
being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, 22 even the righteousness 
of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe.  For 
there is no difference; 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God, 24 being justified freely by His grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God set forth as a 
propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, 
because in His forbearance God had passed over the sins that were 
previously committed, 26 to demonstrate at the present time His 
righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the 
one who has faith in Jesus. 
   27 Where is boasting then?  It is excluded.  By what law?  Of works?  
No, but by the law of faith.  28 Therefore we conclude that a man is 
justified by faith apart from the deeds of the law.   
 

4. IMPUTED RIGHTEOUSLY 
 

Romans 4:24b-25  ….It shall be imputed to us who believe in Him who 
raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25 who was delivered up 
because of our offenses, and was raised because of our 
justification. 
 

5. SECURED SOLIDLY 
 

Romans 5:1-2  Therefore, having been justified by faith, we 
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through 
whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and 
rejoice in hope of the glory of God.  
 

6. DEMONSTRATED LOVINGLY 
 

Romans 5:8-9  But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that 
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  9 Much more then, having 
now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath 
through Him. 

7. DERIVED LIFE 
 

Romans 5:18-19   Therefore, as through one man’s offense judgment 
came to all men, resulting in condemnation, even so through one 
Man’s righteous act the free gift came to all men, resulting in 
justification of life.  19 For as by one man’s disobedience many were 
made sinners, so also by one Man’s obedience many will be made 
righteous. 
 

8. PREDICTED DIVINELY   
 

Romans 8:29-30  For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to 
be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn 
among many brethren.  30 Moreover whom He predestined, these He also 
called; whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He 
justified, these He also glorified. 
 

9. DEFENDED PERPETUALLY 
 

Romans 8:33-34  Who shall bring a charge against God’s 
elect?  It is God who justifies. 34 Who is he who condemns?          
It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right 
hand of God, who also makes intercession for us.   
 

10.  PROVIDED CLEANSING 
 

1 Corinthians 6:9-11  Do you not know that the unrighteous will not 
inherit the kingdom of God?  Do not be deceived.  Neither fornicators, nor 
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, 10 nor thieves, 
nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the 
kingdom of God.  11 And such were some of you. But you were washed, 
but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the 
Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God. 
 

11.  GIFTED TOTALLY 
 

Galatians 2:16  …knowing that a man is not justified by the 
works of the law but by faith in Jesus Christ, even we have 
believed in Christ Jesus, that we might be justified by faith in Christ 
and not by the works of the law; for by the works of the law no flesh 
shall be justified. 
 

12.  PROMISED COVENANTALLY 
 

Galatians 3:8-9  And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would 
justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel to 
Abraham beforehand, saying, “In you all the nations shall be blessed.”  
9 So then those who are of faith are blessed with believing Abraham. 
 

13.  LIVED OUT FAITH 
 

Galatians 3:11  But that no one is justified by the law in the sight of 
God is evident, for “the just shall live by faith.”   
 

14.  FULFILLED LAW 
 

Galatians 3:23-24  But before faith came, we were kept under guard by 
the law, kept for the faith which would afterward be revealed. 24 Therefore 
the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified 
by faith.  25 But after faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor. 
 

15.  UNEARNED GRACE 
 

Galatians 5:4  You have become estranged from Christ, you who attempt 
to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace.  5 For we through the 
Spirit eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness by faith. 6 For in Christ 
Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, but faith 
working through love. 
 

16.  COMPLETED WORK 
 

Titus 3:4-7  But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward 
man appeared, 5 not by works of righteousness which we have done, but 
according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration 
and renewing of the Holy Spirit, 6 whom He poured out on us abundantly 
through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 that having been justified by His grace 
we should become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 
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for death in Him, they asked Pilate that He should be put to death.  29 Now 
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dead.  31 He was seen for many days by those who came up with Him from 
Galilee to Jerusalem, who are His witnesses to the people.  32 And we 
declare to you glad tidings — that promise which was made to the 
fathers.  33 God has fulfilled this for us their children, in that He has raised 
up Jesus.  As it is also written in the second Psalm:  
 

‘You are My Son, today I have begotten You.’  PSALM 2:7 
 

   34 And that He raised Him from the dead, no more to return to 
corruption, He has spoken thus:  
 

                                                                                                                     ‘I will give you the sure mercies of David.’  ISAIAH 55:3 
 

   35 Therefore He also says in another Psalm:  
 

         ‘You will not allow Your Holy One to see corruption.’  PSALM 16:10 
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sins; 39 and by Him everyone who believes is justified from all things from 
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                                         41 ‘Behold, you despisers, marvel and perish!  HABAKKUK 1:5 
                 For I work a work in your days, 
                       A work which you will by no means believe, 
                       Though one were to declare it to you.’” 
 

   42 So when the Jews went out of the synagogue, the Gentiles begged 
that these words might be preached to them the next Sabbath.  43 Now 
when the congregation had broken up, many of the Jews and devout 
proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas, who, speaking to them, 
persuaded them to continue in the grace of God. 
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Isaiah 45:25  “…In the LORD all the descendants of Israel shall be 
justified, and shall glory.’” 
 

Isaiah 53:11b  …By His knowledge My righteous Servant shall justify 
many, for He shall bear their iniquities. 
 

2.                                           . 
 

Romans 3:20,24,26,28 ....by the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified 
in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin……  24  …being 
justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus,…..   26 to demonstrate at the present time His righteousness, that 
He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus….  
28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith apart from the 
deeds of the law.   
 

3.                                                          . 
 

Romans 4:24b-25  ….It shall be imputed to us who believe in Him who 
raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25 who was delivered up because 
of our offenses, and was raised because of our justification. 
 

4.                                              . 
 

Romans 5:1-2a  Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom also we 
have access by faith into this grace in which we stand,….  
 

5.                                                                . 
 

Romans 5:8-9  …God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while 
we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  9 Much more then, having now 
been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him.    
 

6.                                     . 
 

Romans 5:18   ….as through one man’s offense judgment came to all 
men, resulting in condemnation, even so through one Man’s righteous 
act the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of life.   
 

7.                                                             .  
 

Romans 8:30,33  Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; 
whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these 
He also glorified….  33 Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect?       
It is God who justifies. 
 

8.                                                       . 
 

1 Corinthians 6:11  And such were some of you.  But you were washed, 
but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord 
Jesus and by the Spirit of our God. 
 

9.                                           . 
 

Galatians 2:16  …knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the 
law but by faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, 
that we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the 
law; for by the works of the law no flesh shall be justified. 
 

10.                                                                 .  
 

Galatians 3:8,11,23-24 And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would 
justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel to Abraham 
beforehand, saying, “In you all the nations shall be blessed.” …… 11 But 
that no one is justified by the law in the sight of God is evident, for “the 
just shall live by faith.”……. 23 ….before faith came, we were kept under 
guard by the law, kept for the faith which would afterward be revealed. 
24 …..the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified 
by faith.  25 But after faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor. 
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freeing us from our guilt and His penalty for sin.  
 

1. FULFILLED PROPHECY  
 

Isaiah 45:22-25  “Look to Me, and be saved, all you ends of the 
earth!  For I am God, and there is no other.  23 I have sworn by Myself; the 
word has gone out of My mouth in righteous-ness, and shall not return, 
that to Me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall take an oath.  24 He 
shall say, ‘Surely in the LORD I have righteousness and strength.  To Him 
men shall come, and all shall be ashamed who are incensed against Him.  
25 In the LORD all the descendants of Israel shall be justified, 
and shall glory.’” 
 

Isaiah 53:11  He shall see the labor of His soul, and be satisfied.  By His 
knowledge My righteous Servant shall justify many, for He 
shall bear their iniquities. 
 

2. PROCLAIMED PUBLICLY 
 

Acts 13:38-39  Therefore let it be known to you, brethren, that through 
this Man is preached to you the forgiveness of sins; 39 and by Him 
everyone who believes is justified from all things from 
which you could not be justified by the law of Moses.  
 

3. GRANTED FREELY 
 

Romans 3:19-31  Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to 
those who are under the law, that every mouth may be stopped, and all 
the world may become guilty before God.  20 Therefore by the deeds of 
the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the 
law is the knowledge of sin. 

   21 But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, 
being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, 22 even the righteousness 
of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe.  For 
there is no difference; 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God, 24 being justified freely by His grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God set forth as a 
propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, 
because in His forbearance God had passed over the sins that were 
previously committed, 26 to demonstrate at the present time His 
righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the 
one who has faith in Jesus. 
   27 Where is boasting then?  It is excluded.  By what law?  Of works?  
No, but by the law of faith.  28 Therefore we conclude that a man is 
justified by faith apart from the deeds of the law.   
 

4. IMPUTED RIGHTEOUSLY 
 

Romans 4:24b-25  ….It shall be imputed to us who believe in Him who 
raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25 who was delivered up 
because of our offenses, and was raised because of our 
justification. 
 

5. SECURED SOLIDLY 
 

Romans 5:1-2  Therefore, having been justified by faith, we 
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through 
whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and 
rejoice in hope of the glory of God.  
 

6. DEMONSTRATED LOVINGLY 
 

Romans 5:8-9  But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that 
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  9 Much more then, having 
now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath 
through Him. 

7. DERIVED LIFE 
 

Romans 5:18-19   Therefore, as through one man’s offense judgment 
came to all men, resulting in condemnation, even so through one 
Man’s righteous act the free gift came to all men, resulting in 
justification of life.  19 For as by one man’s disobedience many were 
made sinners, so also by one Man’s obedience many will be made 
righteous. 
 

8. PREDICTED DIVINELY   
 

Romans 8:29-30  For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to 
be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn 
among many brethren.  30 Moreover whom He predestined, these He also 
called; whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He 
justified, these He also glorified. 
 

9. DEFENDED PERPETUALLY 
 

Romans 8:33-34  Who shall bring a charge against God’s 
elect?  It is God who justifies. 34 Who is he who condemns?          
It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right 
hand of God, who also makes intercession for us.   
 

10.  PROVIDED CLEANSING 
 

1 Corinthians 6:9-11  Do you not know that the unrighteous will not 
inherit the kingdom of God?  Do not be deceived.  Neither fornicators, nor 
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, 10 nor thieves, 
nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the 
kingdom of God.  11 And such were some of you. But you were washed, 
but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the 
Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God. 
 

11.  GIFTED TOTALLY 
 

Galatians 2:16  …knowing that a man is not justified by the 
works of the law but by faith in Jesus Christ, even we have 
believed in Christ Jesus, that we might be justified by faith in Christ 
and not by the works of the law; for by the works of the law no flesh 
shall be justified. 
 

12.  PROMISED COVENANTALLY 
 

Galatians 3:8-9  And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would 
justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel to 
Abraham beforehand, saying, “In you all the nations shall be blessed.”  
9 So then those who are of faith are blessed with believing Abraham. 
 

13.  LIVED OUT FAITH 
 

Galatians 3:11  But that no one is justified by the law in the sight of 
God is evident, for “the just shall live by faith.”   
 

14.  FULFILLED LAW 
 

Galatians 3:23-24  But before faith came, we were kept under guard by 
the law, kept for the faith which would afterward be revealed. 24 Therefore 
the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified 
by faith.  25 But after faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor. 
 

15.  UNEARNED GRACE 
 

Galatians 5:4  You have become estranged from Christ, you who attempt 
to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace.  5 For we through the 
Spirit eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness by faith. 6 For in Christ 
Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, but faith 
working through love. 
 

16.  COMPLETED WORK 
 

Titus 3:4-7  But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward 
man appeared, 5 not by works of righteousness which we have done, but 
according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration 
and renewing of the Holy Spirit, 6 whom He poured out on us abundantly 
through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 that having been justified by His grace 
we should become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 



 


