ACTS 13:32-52

And we declare to you glad tidings — that promise
which was made to the fathers. *God has fulfilled this
for us their children, in that He has raised up Jesus.
As it is also written in the second Psalm: PSALM 2:7

‘You are My Son, today | have begotten You.’

*And that He raised Him from the dead, no more to
return to corruption, He has spoken thus: ISAIAH 55:3

‘| will give you the sure mercies of David.’
*Therefore He also says in another Psalm: psaLm 16:10
‘You will not allow Your Holy One to see corruption.’

*“For David, after he had served his own generation
by the will of God, fell asleep, was buried with his
fathers, and saw corruption; ¥but He whom God raised
up saw no corruption.

%8 Therefore let it be known to you, brethren, that
through this Man is preached to you the forgiveness of
sins; *and by Him everyone who believes is justified
from all things from which you could not be justified by
the law of Moses. “Beware therefore, lest what has
been spoken in the prophets come upon you:

“‘Behold, you despisers, marvel and perish!
For | work a work in your days, a work
which you will by no means believe,
though one were to declare it to you.”
HABAKKUK 1:5
“So when the Jews went out of the synagogue,
the Gentiles begged that these words might
be preached to them the next Sabbath. “Now when
the congregation had broken up, many of the Jews and
devout proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas, who,
speaking to them, persuaded them to continue in
the grace of God.
“0On the next Sabbath almost the whole city came
together to hear the word of God. “But when the
Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled
with envy; and contradicting and blaspheming, they
opposed the things spoken by Paul. “Then Paul and
Barnabas grew bold and said, “It was necessary that
the word of God should be spoken to you first; but
since you reject it, and judge yourselves unworthy of
everlasting life, behold, we turn to the Gentiles. “For
so the Lord has commanded us:

‘I have set you as a light to the Gentiles, that you
should be for salvation to the ends of the earth.”
ISAIAH 49:6 (42:6; 60:1-3)

“Now when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad
and glorified the word of the Lord. And as many as
had been appointed to eternal life believed.

“And the word of the Lord was being spread
throughout all the region. *But the Jews
stirred up the devout and prominent women and the
chief men of the city, raised up persecution against
Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them from their
region. *'But they shook off the dust from their feet
against them, and came to Iconium. **And the
disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.

HOW TO PREVENT DISCOURAGEMENT

Having obeyed the Lord’s calling by leaving the comforts of
home and their supportive church back in Antioch, then
traveling thousands of miles - by land and sea - to bring the
gospel to those who needed to hear it, Paul and Barnabas
could have faced temptation to get discouraged whenever they
were persecuted by so many; for whom they had given much.

In the following are some reasons why they never yielded to it.

1. They preached the good news of Jesus.

32 And we declare to you glad tidings — that promise which
was made to the fathers. ** God has fulfilled this for us
their children, in that He has raised up Jesus....

2. They enjoyed the forgiveness of sins.

38 Therefore let it be known to you, brethren, that through
this Man is preached to you the forgiveness of sins; * and

by Him everyone who believes is justified from all things
from which you could not be justified by the law of Moses.

3. They continued in the grace of God for all.

43 Now when the congregation had broken up, many of the
Jews and devout proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas,
who, speaking to them, persuaded them to continue in

the grace of God.

4. Theyresponded tooppositionwith boldness.

46 Then Paul and Barnabas grew bold and said, “It was
necessary that the word of God should be spoken to you
first; but since you reject it, and judge yourselves unworthy
of everlasting life, behold, we turn to the Gentiles.

5. They believed in God-given eternal life.

48 Now when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad
and glorified the word of the Lord. And as many
as had been appointed to eternal life believed.

6. They knew when it was time to move on.

50 But the Jews stirred up the devout and
prominent women and the chief men of the city, raised up
persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them
from their region. > But they shook off the dust from their
feet against them, and came to Iconium.

7. They were filled with joy and the Holy Spirit.

52 And the disciples were filled with joy
and with the Holy Spirit.

8. These men stayed together and did not quit.

14 ! Now it happened in Iconium that they went together to
the synagogue of the Jews, and so spoke that a great multi-
tude both of the Jews and of the Greeks believed. 2 But the
unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles and poisoned their
minds against the brethren. 3Therefore they stayed there

a long time, speaking boldly in the Lord, who was bearing
witness to the word of His grace, granting signs

and wonders to be done by their hands.
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MATTHEW 16:17

Jesus answered and said to him, “Blessed are you,
Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not
revealed this to you, but My Father who

is in heaven....”

JOHN 1:11-13

He came to His own, and His own did not receive

Him. '?But as many as received Him, to them He
gave the right to become children of God, to those
who believe in His name: ** who were born, not of
blood, nor of the will of the flesh,

nor of the will of man, but of God.

JOHN 6:37-40,44-45,65

“All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the
one who comes to Me | will by no means cast out.

8 For | have come down from heaven, not to do My
own will, but the will of Him who sent Me. * This is the
will of the Father who sent Me, that of all He has given
Me | should lose nothing, but should raise it up at the
last day. “° And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that
everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him may
have everlasting life; and | will raise him up at the last
day.”

% “No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent
Me draws him; and | will raise him up at the last day.
5t is written in the prophets, ‘And they shall all be
taught by God.” Therefore everyone who has heard
and learned from the Father comes to Me.”

8 And He said, “Therefore | have said to you that
no one can come to Me unless it has been
granted to him by My Father.”

EPHESIANS 2:8-10

For by grace you have been saved through faith,
and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God,

® not of works, lest anyone should boast.

" For we are His workmanship,

created in Christ Jesus for good works,

which God prepared beforehand

that we should walk in them.

2 TIMOTHY 2:19

Nevertheless the solid foundation of God stands,
having this seal: “The Lord knows those who are His,”
and, “Let everyone who names the name of Christ
depart from iniquity.”

JAMES 1:18
Of His own will He brought us forth by the word of truth,
that we might be a kind of first-fruits of His creatures.



