
ACTS 18:18 - 19:10 
   18 …..Then he took leave of the brethren and 
sailed for Syria, and Priscilla and Aquila were with 
him.  He had his hair cut off at Cenchrea, for he 
had taken a vow.  19 And he came to Ephesus, and 
left them there; but he himself entered the 
synagogue and reasoned with the Jews.  20 When 
they asked him to stay a longer time with them, he    
did not consent, 21 but took leave of them, saying, 
“I must by all means keep this coming feast in 
Jerusalem; but I will return again to you,           
God willing.”  And he sailed from Ephesus. 
   22 And when he had landed at Caesarea, and 
gone up and greeted the church, he went down            
to Antioch.  23 After he had spent some 
time there, he departed and went over the region 
of Galatia and Phrygia in order, strengthening     
all the disciples. 
   24 Now a certain Jew named Apollos, born at 
Alexandria, an eloquent man and mighty in the 
Scriptures, came to Ephesus.  25 This man had 
been instructed in the way of the Lord; and being 
fervent in spirit, he spoke and taught accurately 
the things of the Lord, though he knew only the 
baptism of John.  26 So he began to speak boldly in 
the synagogue.  When Aquila and Priscilla heard 
him, they took him aside and explained to him the 
way of God more accurately.  27 And when he 
desired to cross to Achaia, the brethren wrote, 
exhorting the disciples to receive him; and when 
he arrived, he greatly helped those who had 
believed 1 COR. 3:6 through grace; 28 for he vigorously 
refuted the Jews publicly, showing from the 
Scriptures that Jesus is the Christ. 
19 And it happened, while Apollos was at Corinth, 
that Paul, having passed through the upper 
regions, came to Ephesus.  And finding some 
disciples 2 he said to them, “Did you receive the 
Holy Spirit when you believed?” 
   So they said to him, “We have not so much as 
heard whether there is a Holy Spirit.” 
   3 And he said to them, “Into what then were you 
baptized?” 
   So they said, “Into John’s baptism.” 
   4 Then Paul said, “John indeed baptized with       
a baptism of repentance, saying to the people   
that they should believe on Him who would come 
after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.” 
   5 When they heard this, they were baptized in  
the name of the Lord Jesus.  6 And when Paul had 
laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon 
them, and they spoke with tongues and 
prophesied.  7 Now the men were about twelve     
in all.                                        New King James Version 

 LIFE’S MOST IMPORTANT QUESTIONS 
 

Have you really believed the good news of Jesus? 
 

MARK 1  15 “…..the kingdom of God is at hand.                         
Repent, and believe in the gospel.” 

 

JOHN 3  16 “For God so loved the world that He gave       
His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have everlasting life. 17 For God 
did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world,  

but that the world through Him might be saved. 
18  He who believes in Him is not condemned;                    
but he who does not believe is condemned                

already, because he has not believed in                                   
the name of the only begotten Son of God.” 

 

Have you been baptized since believing? 
 

MARK 16  15 And He said to them, “Go into all the world 
and preach the gospel to every creature. 16 He who 

believes and is baptized will be saved; but he               
who does not believe will be condemned.” 

 

Have you received the Holy Spirit since believing? 
 

JOHN 7  37 On the last day, that great day of the feast, 
Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone thirsts,   

let him come to Me and drink.  38 He who believes            
in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart             
will flow rivers of living water.”  39 But this He spoke 

concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in              
Him would receive; for the Holy Spirit was not 

yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. 
 

Have you truly asked to receive the Holy Spirit? 
 

LUKE 11  9 “So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to 
you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be 

opened to you.  10 For everyone who asks receives,   
and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will 
be opened.  11 If a son asks for bread from any father 
among you, will he give him a stone?   Or if he asks    
for a fish, will he give him a serpent instead of a fish?  

12 Or if he asks for an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? 
13 If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts        
to your children, how much more will your heavenly 

Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!” 
 

Have you learned about spiritual gifts? 
 

1 CORINTHIANS 12  1  Now concerning spiritual gifts, 
brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant:….  

 

Have you been seeking to be filled with the Spirit? 
 

EPHESIANS 5  18 And do not be drunk with wine, in 
which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit, 

19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your 

heart to the Lord, 20 giving thanks always for all things 
to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 



THEY FOUND THE SECRET 
by V. Raymond Edman 
 
Hudson Taylor is but one of the many Christian 
luminaries who….discovered Christ as the secret 
to abundant living.  John Bunyan, Andrew Murray, 
Amy Carmichael, Oswald Chambers, Charles 
Finney…..  In the varied lives and personalities of 
these and other men and women lies a common 
theme, a pattern that leads from desperation to the 
abundant life Jesus promised.  From their stories, 
we too can find the path to deeper faith and a 
more vital relationship with God.  In THEY FOUND 
THE SECRET, Raymond Edman presents the 
lives of twenty well-known and little-known 
Christians. "The details of their experience of the 
crisis of the deeper life are delightfully different," 
Edman writes, "yet their testimony to the reality of 
the joy and power of the Spirit-filled life is 
unanimous . . .“ 
 
 
From the Book of ACTS and JOEL 2, we can 
compile a list of Scriptural Signs of God’s  
Holy Spirit being received: 
 
1. Power to be witnesses  - ACTS 1:8 

 
2. Speaking in tongues - ACTS 2:4; 10:46; 19:6  
 
3. Prophesying  - JOEL 2:28  ACTS 2:17-18; 19:6 
 
4. Dreams and visions  - JOEL 2:28  ACTS 2:17   
 
5. Speaking the word with boldness  - ACTS 4:31 
 
6. Magnifying God  - ACTS 10:46 
 
7. Filled with joy  - ACTS 13:52 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Sailboat Is Useless without Wind, 
So Is a Believer without the Spiri t       
. 
   Imagine that you've decided to go sailing. The 
problem is that you know next to nothing about 
sailing. So you to the store and you purchase 

several books to find out what's involved. You 
carefully read them and then you talk to a veteran 
sailor who answers questions for you. The next 
day, you rent a sailboat. You examine it closely to 
make certain that everything needed for a 
successful sailing experience is present and in 
good working order. Then, you take your boat out 
onto the lake. Your excitement is at a fever pitch, 
though you're also afraid. But you follow the 
instructions you've read and the counsel received 
from the experience sailor, and you launch your 
boat into the water. You carefully monitor each 
step and hoist the sail. 
   At that precise moment you learn a crucial 
lesson. You can study sailing. You might even be 
able to build a sailboat. You can seek from the 
wisest and most veteran of sailors. You can cast 
your boat onto the most beautiful of lakes under a 
bright and inviting sun. You can successfully hoist 
the sail. But—and this is a big "but"—only God can 
make the wind blow! 
 

   Sam Storms adds, "You and I can study the Bible…. 
We can orchestrate a worship service according to 
biblical guidelines. We can do everything that lies in the 
power of a Christian man or woman. But only the Spirit 
can make the wind blow. 
                                              Sam Storms, Practicing the Power  
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