ACTS 24:1-27 Now after five days Ananias the high priest
came down with the elders and a certain
orator named Tertullus. These gave evidence to the
governor against Paul.

2And when he was called upon, Tertullus began his
accusation, saying: “Seeing that through you we enjoy great
peace, and prosperity is being brought to this nation by your
foresight, *we accept italwak/s and in all places, most noble
Felix, with all thankfulness. " Nevertheless, not to be tedious
to you any further, | beg you to hear, by your courtesy, a few
words from us. °For we have found this man a plague, a
creator of dissension among all the Jews throughout the
world, and a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes. ®He
even tried to profane the temple, and we seized him, and
wanted to judge him according to our law. ’But the
commander Lysias came by and with great violence
took him out of our hands,scommanding his accusers to
come to you. By examining him yourself you may ascertain
all these things of which we accuse him.” ®And the Jews
also assented, maintaining that these things were so.

®Then Paul, after the governor had nodded to him to speak,
answered: “Inasmuch as | know that you have been for
many years a judge of this nation, | do the more cheerfully
answer for myself, ' because you may ascertain that it is no
more than twelve days since | went up to Jerusalem to
worship. "2 And they neither found me in the temple
disputing with anyone nor inciting the crowd, either in the
synagogues or in the city. " Nor can they prove the things of
which they now accuse me. '*But this | confess to you, that
according to the Way which they call a sect, so | worship
the God of my fathers, believing all things which are written
in the Law and in the Prophets. ®| have hope in God, which
they themselves also accept, that there will be a resurrection
of the dead, both of the just and the unjust. '° This being so,
I myself always strive to have a conscience without offense
toward God and men.

7 “Now after many years | came to bring alms and offerings
to my nation, "®in the midst of which some Jews from Asia
found me purified in the temple, neither with a mob nor with
tumult. *® They ought to have been here before you to object
if they had anything against me. 2 0r else let those who
are here themselves say if they found any wrongdoing in me
while | stood before the council, ? unless it is for this one
statement which | cried out, standing among
them, ‘Concerning the resurrection of the dead | am being
judged by you this day.””

2Byt when Felix heard these things, having more accurate
knowledge of the Way, he adjourned the proceedings and
said, “When Lysias the commander comes down, | will make
a decision on your case.” #®So he commanded the
centurion to keep Paul and to let him have liberty, and told
him not to forbid any of his friends to provide for or visit him.

*And after some days, when Felix came with his wife
Drusilla, who was Jewish, he sent for Paul and heard him
concerning the faith in Christ. % Now as he reasoned about
righteousness, self-control, and the judgment to come, Felix
was afraid and answered, “Go away for now; when | have a
convenient time | will call for you.” % Meanwhile he also
hoped that money would be given him by Paul, that he might
release him. Therefore he sent for him more often and
conversed with him.

# But after two years Porcius Festus succeeded Felix; and
Felix, wanting to do the Jews a favor, left Paul bound.
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Mere to More - Gasping to Grasping - Hoping to Having - Victim to Victor

How could Paul live like this as a prisoner?

According to his writings we should be....
» Crucifying our evil deeds.

ROMANS 8 "For if you live according to the flesh
you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the
deeds of the body, you will live.

GALATIANS 5 *And those who are Christ's have
crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.

COLOSSIANS 3 °’Therefore put to death your
members which are on the earth: fornication,
uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and
covetousness, which is idolatry.

« |dentifying with Jesus’ sufferings.

PHILIPPIANS 3 ®Yet indeed | also count all things
loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ
Jesus my Lord, for whom | have suffered the loss of
all things, and count them as rubbish, that | may
gain Christ °and be found in Him, not having my
own righteousness, which is from the law, but that
which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness
which is from God by faith; "Ythat | may know Him
and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship
of His sufferings, being conformed to His death,...

« EXxercising our thanking.

PHILIPPIANS 4 °Be anxious for nothing, but in
everything by prayer and supplication, with
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to
God; " and the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds
through Christ Jesus.

« Exorcising our thinking.

PHILIPPIANS 4 BFinaIIy, brethren, whatever things
are true, whatever things are noble, whatever
things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever
things are lovely, whatever things are of good report,
if there isany virtue and if there is anything
praiseworthy — meditate on these things. *The
things which you learned and received and heard
and saw in me, these do, and the God of peace will
be with you.

« Remembering our true identity.

2 CORINTHIANS 5 " Therefore, if anyone isin
Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed
away; behold, all things have become new. *®Now
all things are of God, who has reconciled us to
Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the
ministry of reconciliation,....

®Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as
though God were pleading through us: we implore
you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God.
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