
JAMES 1 
     1 James, a bondservant of God and of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, to the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad: 
 

     Greetings. 
 

     2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various 
trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces 
patience.  4 But let patience have its perfect work, that you 
may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.  5 If any of 
you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all 
liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him. 
6 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who 
doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the 
wind.  7 For let not that man suppose that he will receive 
anything from the Lord; 8 he is a double-minded man, 
unstable in all his ways. 
     9 Let the lowly brother glory in his exaltation, 10 but the 
rich in his humiliation, because as a flower of the field he 
will pass away.  11 For no sooner has the sun risen with a 
burning heat than it withers the grass; its flower falls, and 
its beautiful appearance perishes.  So the rich man also 
will fade away in his pursuits.  
    12 Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when 
he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life 
which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.   13 Let 
no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by God”; 
for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself 
tempt anyone.  14 But each one is tempted when he is 
drawn away by his own desires and enticed.  
15 Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; 
and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death.  
  16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren.   
 

Scripture taken from the New King James Version®.  Copyright © 
1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

  HONORING THE PURSUIT OF WISDOM . 
 

WHERE CAN WISDOM BE FOUND? 
• In finding                               . 

PROVERBS 1  5 A wise man will hear and increase learning,  
and a man of understanding will attain wise counsel,... 

 

• In seeking the                           . 
ROMANS 16  27 to God, alone wise, be glory through                      

Jesus Christ forever. Amen. 
WHEN SHOULD WE PURSUE IT? 

• Whenever                                    . 
JAMES 1 2 ...count it all joy when you fall into various trials,... 

 

• As often as                                    . 
1 5 If any of you lacks wisdom,... 

HOW SHOULD WE PURSUE? 
• By asking                                    for it. 

1 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all  
liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him....  

 

• By asking in faith,                               . 
6 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like  
a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind.  7 For let not that  

man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord;  
8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.  

WHY MUST WE PURSUE? 
• The fruit of wisdom                             .  

12  Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when  
he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life  

which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.  
 

• Not exercising wisdom could make us 
vulnerable to                                         .  
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  HONORING THE PURSUIT OF WISDOM . 
 

WHERE CAN WISDOM BE FOUND? 
• In finding wise counsel. 

PROVERBS 1  5 A wise man will hear and increase learning,  
and a man of understanding will attain wise counsel,... 

 

• In seeking the only wise God. 
ROMANS 16  27 to God, alone wise, be glory through                      

Jesus Christ forever. Amen. 
WHEN SHOULD WE PURSUE IT? 

• Whenever we need wisdom. 
JAMES 1 2 ...count it all joy when you fall into various trials,... 

 

• As often as we lack wisdom. 
1 5 If any of you lacks wisdom,... 

HOW SHOULD WE PURSUE? 
• By asking our generous God for it. 

3 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all  
liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him....  

 

• By asking in faith, without any doubts. 
6 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like  
a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind.  7 For let not that  

man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord;  
8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.  

WHY MUST WE PURSUE? 
• The fruit of wisdom brings blessings.  

12  Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when  
he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life  

which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.  
 

• Not exercising wisdom could make us 
vulnerable to sinful temptations.  

 13  Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by God”; for God  
cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone. 14 But  

each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires  
and enticed. 15 Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth  

to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death.   



PROVERBS 
2  1 My son, if you receive my words, and treasure my commands 
within you, 2 so that you incline your ear to wisdom, and apply your 
heart to understanding; 3 yes, if you cry out for discernment, and lift 
up your voice for understanding, 4 if you seek her as silver, and 
search for her as for hidden treasures; 5 then you will understand the 
fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge of God. 6 For the Lord gives 
wisdom; from His mouth come knowledge and under-standing; 7 He 
stores up sound wisdom for the upright; He is a shield to those who 
walk uprightly; 
 
3  13 Happy is the man who finds wisdom, and the man who gains 
understanding; 14 for her proceeds are better than the profits of 
silver, and her gain than fine gold. 15 She is more precious than 
rubies, and all the things you may desire cannot compare with her. 
 
4  5 Get wisdom!  Get understanding!  
Do not forget, nor turn away from the words of my mouth.  
6 Do not forsake her, and she will preserve you;  
love her, and she will keep you.  
7 Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom.   
And in all your getting, get understanding. 
8 Exalt her, and she will promote you; 
she will bring you honor, when you embrace her. 
 
8 10 Receive my instruction, and not silver, and knowledge rather 
than choice gold; 11 for wisdom is better than rubies, and all the 
things one may desire cannot be compared with her. 
 
16  16 How much better to get wisdom than gold! 
And to get understanding is to be chosen rather than silver. 
 
19  8 He who gets wisdom loves his own soul; 
he who keeps understanding will find good. 
 
24  3 Through wisdom a house is built, 
and by understanding it is established; 
4 by knowledge the rooms are filled 
with all precious and pleasant riches. 
5 A wise man is strong, yes,  
a man of knowledge increases strength; 
6 For by wise counsel you will wage your own war, 
and in a multitude of counselors there is safety. 

 
 
 


