
 

JAMES 3  5 Even so the tongue is a little member 
and boasts great things. 
   See how great a forest a little fire 
kindles!  6 And the tongue is a fire, a world of 
iniquity.  The tongue is so set among our members 
that it defiles the whole body, and sets on fire the 
course of nature; and it is set on fire by hell.  7 For 
every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and creature 
of the sea, is tamed and has been tamed by 
mankind.  8 But no man can tame the tongue.  It 
is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison.  9 With it we 
bless our God and Father, and with it we curse 
men, who have been made in the similitude of 
God.  10 Out of the same mouth proceed blessing 
and cursing.  My brethren, these things ought not 
to be so.  11 Does a spring send forth 
fresh water and bitter from the same 
opening?  12 Can a fig tree, my brethren, bear 
olives, or a grapevine bear figs?  Thus no spring 
yields both salt water and fresh. 
   13 Who is wise and understanding among you?  
Let him show by good conduct that his works are 
done in the meekness of wisdom.  14 But if you 
have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts,  
do not boast and lie against the truth.  
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  THE FRUIT OF A TAMED TONGUE.   
PROVERBS 18   21  Death and life are in the power of the tongue, 

and those who love it will eat its fruit. 
 

A tamed tongue can be: 
• like a                                  . 
JAMES 3 2 ....If anyone does not stumble in word, he is a perfect man, 

able also to bridle the whole body. 3  Indeed, we put bits in horses’ 
mouths that they may obey us, and we turn their whole body. 

• like a                                  . 
3 4 Look also at ships: although they are so large and are driven by fierce winds, 

they are turned by a very small rudder wherever the pilot desires. 
5 Even so the tongue is a little member and boasts great things. 

• a source                            . 
13 Who is wise and understanding among you?  Let him show by good 

conduct that his works are done in the meekness of wisdom.... 
 

PSALM 37  30 The mouth of the righteous speaks wisdom, 
and his tongue talks of justice.  PROVERBS 10:31-32; 16:23 

• a means                               . 
PSALM 34  12 Who is the man who desires life,and loves many days,  

that he may see good?  13 Keep your tongue from evil, and your  
lips from speaking deceit.  14 Depart from evil and do good;  
seek peace and pursue it.  15 The eyes of the Lord are on  

the righteous, and His ears are open to their cry. 1 PETER 3:10-12 

•                                . 
PROVERBS 12  18 ...the tongue of the wise promotes health. 

 

15  4 A wholesome tongue is a tree of life, 
but perverseness in it breaks the spirit. 

•                                  . 
PROVERBS 13  3 He who guards his mouth preserves his life, 

but he who opens wide his lips shall have destruction. 
 

21  23 Whoever guards his mouth and tongue keeps his soul from troubles. 

•                                  . 
JOB 6  24 “Teach me, and I will hold my tongue;  
cause me to understand wherein I have erred. 

 

PSALM 39  9 I was mute, I did not open my mouth,  
because it was You who did it. 

 



 

JAMES 3  5 Even so the tongue is a little member 
and boasts great things. 
   See how great a forest a little fire 
kindles!  6 And the tongue is a fire, a world of 
iniquity.  The tongue is so set among our members 
that it defiles the whole body, and sets on fire the 
course of nature; and it is set on fire by hell.  7 For 
every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and creature 
of the sea, is tamed and has been tamed by 
mankind.  8 But no man can tame the tongue.  It 
is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison.  9 With it we 
bless our God and Father, and with it we curse 
men, who have been made in the similitude of 
God.  10 Out of the same mouth proceed blessing 
and cursing.  My brethren, these things ought not 
to be so.  11 Does a spring send forth 
fresh water and bitter from the same 
opening?  12 Can a fig tree, my brethren, bear 
olives, or a grapevine bear figs?  Thus no spring 
yields both salt water and fresh. 
   13 Who is wise and understanding among you?  
Let him show by good conduct that his works are 
done in the meekness of wisdom.  14 But if you 
have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts,  
do not boast and lie against the truth.  
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  THE FRUIT OF A TAMED TONGUE.   
PROVERBS 18   21  Death and life are in the power of the tongue,  

and those who love it will eat its fruit. 
 

A tamed tongue can be: 
• like a                                  . 
JAMES 3 2 ....If anyone does not stumble in word, he is a perfect man, 

able also to bridle the whole body. 3  Indeed, we put bits in horses’ 
mouths that they may obey us, and we turn their whole body. 

• like a                                  . 
3 4 Look also at ships: although they are so large and are driven by fierce winds, 

they are turned by a very small rudder wherever the pilot desires. 
5 Even so the tongue is a little member and boasts great things. 

• a source                            . 
13 Who is wise and understanding among you?  Let him show by good 

conduct that his works are done in the meekness of wisdom.... 
 

PSALM 37  30 The mouth of the righteous speaks wisdom, 
and his tongue talks of justice.  PROVERBS 10:31-32; 16:23 

• a means                               . 
PSALM 34  12 Who is the man who desires life,and loves many days,  

that he may see good?  13 Keep your tongue from evil, and your  
lips from speaking deceit.  14 Depart from evil and do good;  
seek peace and pursue it.  15 The eyes of the Lord are on  

the righteous, and His ears are open to their cry. 1 PETER 3:10-12 

•                                . 
PROVERBS 12  18 ...the tongue of the wise promotes health. 

 

15  4 A wholesome tongue is a tree of life, 
but perverseness in it breaks the spirit. 

•                                  . 
PROVERBS 13  3 He who guards his mouth preserves his life, 

but he who opens wide his lips shall have destruction. 
 

21  23 Whoever guards his mouth and tongue keeps his soul from troubles. 

•                                  . 
JOB 6  24 “Teach me, and I will hold my tongue;  
cause me to understand wherein I have erred. 

 

PSALM 39  9 I was mute, I did not open my mouth,  
because it was You who did it. 



 

JAMES 3  5 Even so the tongue is a little member 
and boasts great things. 
   See how great a forest a little fire 
kindles!  6 And the tongue is a fire, a world of 
iniquity.  The tongue is so set among our members 
that it defiles the whole body, and sets on fire the 
course of nature; and it is set on fire by hell.  7 For 
every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and creature 
of the sea, is tamed and has been tamed by 
mankind.  8 But no man can tame the tongue.  It 
is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison.  9 With it we 
bless our God and Father, and with it we curse 
men, who have been made in the similitude of 
God.  10 Out of the same mouth proceed blessing 
and cursing.  My brethren, these things ought not 
to be so.  11 Does a spring send forth 
fresh water and bitter from the same 
opening?  12 Can a fig tree, my brethren, bear 
olives, or a grapevine bear figs?  Thus no spring 
yields both salt water and fresh. 
   13 Who is wise and understanding among you?  
Let him show by good conduct that his works are 
done in the meekness of wisdom.  14 But if you 
have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts,  
do not boast and lie against the truth.  
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  THE FRUIT OF A TAMED TONGUE.   
PROVERBS 18   21  Death and life are in the power of the tongue, 

and those who love it will eat its fruit. 
 

A tamed tongue can be: 
• like a trained horse. 
JAMES 3 2 ....If anyone does not stumble in word, he is a perfect man, 

able also to bridle the whole body. 3  Indeed, we put bits in horses’ 
mouths that they may obey us, and we turn their whole body. 

• like a ship’s rudder. 
3 4 Look also at ships: although they are so large and are driven by fierce winds, 

they are turned by a very small rudder wherever the pilot desires. 
5 Even so the tongue is a little member and boasts great things. 

• a source of wisdom. 
13 Who is wise and understanding among you?  Let him show by good 

conduct that his works are done in the meekness of wisdom.... 
 

PSALM 37  30 The mouth of the righteous speaks wisdom, 
and his tongue talks of justice.  PROVERBS 10:31-32; 16:23 

• a means of being blessed. 
PSALM 34  12 Who is the man who desires life,and loves many days,  

that he may see good?  13 Keep your tongue from evil, and your  
lips from speaking deceit.  14 Depart from evil and do good;  
seek peace and pursue it.  15 The eyes of the Lord are on  

the righteous, and His ears are open to their cry. 1 PETER 3:10-12 

• medicinal. 
PROVERBS 12  18 ...the tongue of the wise promotes health. 

 

15  4 A wholesome tongue is a tree of life,                                                              
but perverseness in it breaks the spirit. 

• protective. 
PROVERBS 13  3 He who guards his mouth preserves his life, 

but he who opens wide his lips shall have destruction. 
 

21  23 Whoever guards his mouth and tongue keeps his soul from troubles. 

• taught by The Lord. 
JOB 6  24 “Teach me, and I will hold my tongue;  
cause me to understand wherein I have erred. 

 

PSALM 39  9 I was mute, I did not open my mouth,  
because it was You who did it. 



 

PSALM 39   
1  “I will guard my ways,  
lest I sin with my tongue;  

I will restrain my mouth with a muzzle,   
while the wicked are before me... 

 

9 I was mute,  
I did not open my mouth,  

because it was You who did it. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I KNOW WHOM I HAVE BELIEVED 

by Daniel Webster Whittle & James McGranahan 

I know not why God’s wondrous grace 
To me He hath made known 
Nor why, unworthy, Christ in love 
Redeemed me for His own 

Refrain: 
But “I know Whom I have believed 
And am persuaded that He is able 
To keep that which I’ve committed 
Unto Him against that day.”   2 TIMOTHY 1:12b 

I know not how this saving faith 
To me He did impart 
Nor how believing in His Word 
Wrought peace within my heart 

I know not how the Spirit moves, 
Convincing men of sin 
Revealing Jesus through the Word, 
Creating faith in Him 

I know not what of good or ill 
May be reserved for me 
Of weary ways or golden days, 
Before His face I see 

I know not when my Lord may come, 
At night or noonday fair 
Nor if I walk the vale with Him, 
Or meet Him in the air 

 



The Story Behind I KNOW WHOM I HAVE BELIEVED 
   This song is the most well known hymn of about two hundred written 
by Major Whittle.  Another beloved song of his is "There Shall Be 
Showers of Blessings"  
   Daniel Webster Whittle was born in Chicopee Falls, Massachusetts 
on November 22, 1840. He was named after the great American 
politician Daniel Webster who was greatly admired by Whittle's father.  
His father had heard Daniel Webster, the great statesman, make a 
stirring speech, in which he said, "It is my living sentiment, and by the 
blessing of God it shall be my dying sentiment --- independence now 
and independence forever!" 
   This would later inspire his parents to name him Daniel Webster in 
hopes that he would become a great leader in the fight for freedom as 
well. His mother is said to have been a godly woman who instilled in 
him and his three brothers strong Christian principles. 
Daniel worked as a cashier for Wells Fargo bank as a teenager and 
into his early twenties. He was not a wicked man at first, on the 
contrary, he was quite religious. He surrendered his life to the Lord one 
night while acting as a night watchman at the Wells Fargo Bank. He 
went into the vault, got down on his knees and gave his surrendered 
his life for the Heavenly Father to use as he would. He even became 
the Sunday School Superintendent at the great Tabernacle in Chicago 
where he would meet his wife, Miss Abbie Hanson. He would join the 
army in 1861 and be commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant. In the summer 
of 1862, August as the Civil War began to intensify his unit was called 
to go South. August 22, 1862, the night before his departure, he and 
Abbie were married. It would be a year before they would be reunited. 
In his own words he tells of his departure, "My dear mother was a 
devout Christian, and parted from me with many a tear, and followed 
me with many a prayer. She had placed a New Testament in a pocket 
of the haversack that she'd arranged for me" 
   This little New Testament would pay a vital part in his rededication. 
Whittle rose to the rank of Major and while leading a charge, actually 
filling in, and he was wounded in his sword arm which led to the 

amputation of his arm and a stay in a prisoner of war camp. It was while 
he was in this POW camp that out of boredom he began to search for 
something to read. He found in his personal effects the little New 
Testament that his Mother had placed there. He read through the New 
Testament in a matter of days and started through it again. One night 
the nurse woke him up and told him that one of his men was dying and 
had been begging for someone to pray for him. The nurse told Major 
Whittle that he (the nurse) was a wicked man and could not pray. Major 
Whittle confessed that he too was wicked man with many sins in his 
own life and could not pray either. The nurse said that he thought Major 
Whittle was a Christian because he had observed him constantly 
reading the Scripture and the Major Whittle did not cuss as the other 
men. The nurse begged Major Whittle to at least accompany him to see 
the boy as he did not want to return alone. Moved with compassion, 
Major Whittle reluctantly agreed. Here, in Major Whittle's own words, is 
what took place that night: "I dropped on my knees and held the boy's 
hand in mine. In a few broken words I confessed my sins and asked 
Christ to forgive me. I believed right there that He did forgive me. I then 
prayed earnestly for the boy. He became quiet and pressed my hand 
as I prayed and pleaded God's promises. When I arose from my knees, 
he was dead. A look of peace had come over his troubled face, and I 
cannot but believe that God who used him to bring me to the Savior, 
used me to lead him to trust Christ's precious blood and find pardon. I 
hope to meet him in heaven." 
   Ten years later at the encouragement of his close friend D.L. Moody 
he would enter into evangelism. Some of his first songs were set to 
music by Phillip Bliss. Whittle attended and participated in the memorial 
service for Phillip Bliss. Later he would work closely with the man who 
would set to music many of his later songs, and who set the music to 
this song, "I Know Whom I Have Believed", James McGranahan. Major 
Whittle died March 4, 1901 after having written over 200 hymns. 

 

 


