
JAMES 2   
26 For as the body without the spirit is dead,  
so faith without works is dead also. 
3  1 My brethren,  
let not many of you become teachers,  
knowing that we shall receive a stricter judgement.  
2 For we all stumble in many things.  
If anyone does not stumble in word,  
he is a perfect man,  
able also to bridle the whole body.  
3 Indeed,  
we put bits in horses’ mouths  
that they may obey us,  
and we turn their whole body.  
4 Look also at ships:  
although they are so large  
and are driven by fierce winds,  
they are turned by a very small rudder  
wherever the pilot desires.  
5 Even so the tongue is a little member  
and boasts great things. 
See how great a forest a little fire kindles! 
 
Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 
 

.  FAITH WORDS – The Heart of the Matter is a Matter of the Heart  .  
 
JAMES 2  26 For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith              
.                  without works is dead also. 
 

• Works without faith                         . 
• Words without faith                         . 

 

3  1 My brethren, let not many of you become teachers, knowing                
.    that we shall receive a stricter judgement.  
 

• Teachers have                                       . 
• Believers have                                       . 

 
2 For we all stumble in many things. If anyone doesa not stumble in 
word, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle the whole body.  
 

• Our imperfections can                           . 
• Self control involves                               . 

 
3 Indeed, we put bits in horses’ mouths that they may obey us, and 
we turn their whole body.  4  Look also at ships: although they are so 
large and are driven by fierce  winds, they are turned by a very small 
rudder wherever the pilot desires.  
 

• Small things often deliver                      . 
• Big things are often                                       . 

 
5 Even so the tongue is a little member and boasts great things.  
See how great a forest a little fire kindles! 
 

• Our tongues do more                             . 
• Never underestimate                             . 
• Controlling our words begins                         . 

 

MATTHEW 12  34  “...For out of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth speaks.  35 A good man out of the good treasure of his heart 
brings forth good things, and an evil man out of the evil treasure 
brings forth evil things.  36 But I say to you that for every idle word 
men may speak, they will give account of it in the day of judgment.  
37 For by your words you will be justified, and by your words......” 
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.  FAITH WORDS – The Heart of the Matter is a Matter of the Heart  .  
 
JAMES 2  26 For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith              
.                  without works is dead also. 
 

• Works without faith are dead. 
• Words without faith are death. 

 

3  1 My brethren, let not many of you become teachers, knowing                
.    that we shall receive a stricter judgement.  
 

• Teachers have more accountability. 
• Believers have accountability too. 

 
2 For we all stumble in many things. If anyone does not stumble in 
word, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle the whole body.  
 

• Our imperfections can be perfected. 
• Self control involves controlling our lips. 

 
3 Indeed, we put bits in horses’ mouths that they may obey us, and 
we turn their whole body.  4  Look also at ships: although they are so 
large and are driven by fierce  winds, they are turned by a very small 
rudder wherever the pilot desires.  
 

• Small things often deliver large results. 
• Big things are often controlled by little things. 

 
5 Even so the tongue is a little member and boasts great things.  
See how great a forest a little fire kindles! 
 

• Our tongues do more than we realize. 
• Never underestimate the power of words. 
• Controlling our words begins with our hearts. 

 

MATTHEW 12  34  “...For out of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth speaks.  35 A good man out of the good treasure of his heart 
brings forth good things, and an evil man out of the evil treasure 
brings forth evil things.  36 But I say to you that for every idle word 
men may speak, they will give account of it in the day of judgment.  
37 For by your words you will be justified, and by your words......” 



THE HEART OF THE MATTER IS A MATTER OF THE HEART 
 

MATTHEW 15 
18 “But those things which proceed out of the mouth come 
from the heart, and they defile a man.  19 For out of the 
heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, 
fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies.”  
 

LUKE 6 
43 “For a good tree does not bear bad fruit, nor does a 
bad tree bear good fruit. 44 Forevery tree is known by its 
own fruit.  For men do not gather figs from thorns, nor do 
they gather grapes from a bramble bush. 45 A good man 
out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good; 
and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart 
brings forth evil.  For out of the abundance of the heart 
his mouth speaks.” 
 

PSALM 19   
14 Let the words of my mouth  
and the meditation of my heart 
 be acceptable in Your sight, 
O Lord, my strength and my Redeemer. 
 

PSALM 49  
3 My mouth shall speak wisdom, 
and the meditation of my heart  
shall give understanding. 
 

PROVERBS 15   
28 The heart of the righteous studies how to answer,  
but the mouth of the wicked pours forth evil. 
 

PROVERBS 16 
23 The heart of the wise teaches his mouth, 
and adds learning to his lips.  
 

 

ECCLESIASTES 5  
2 Do not be rash with your mouth, 
and let not your heart utter anything hastily before God. 
For God is in heaven, and you on earth; 
therefore let your words be few. 
 
IS THIS REALLY JUST ABOUT BEHAVIOR MODIFICATION? 
 

THIS IS NOT REALLY ABOUT BEHAVIOR MODIFICATION 
BUT IT IS ALL ABOUT HEART TRANSFORMATION 
 
WHERE IS THE GOSPEL IN ALL THIS 
HEART AND  MOUTH STUFF? 
 

ROMANS 10  4 For Christ is the end of the law for 
righteousness to everyone who believes. 
   5 For Moses writes about the righteousness which is of 
the law, “The man who does those things shall live by 
them.”  6 But the righteousness of faith speaks in this 
way, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into 
heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down from above) 7 or, “ 
‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ 
up from the dead).  8 But what does it say? “The word is 
near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the 
word of faith which we preach): 9 that if you confess with 
your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that 
God has raised Him from the dead, you will be 
saved.  10 For with the heart one believes unto 
righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made 
unto salvation.  11 For the Scripture says, “Whoever 
believes on Him will not be put to shame.”  12 For there is 
no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord 
over all is rich to all who call upon Him.  13 For “whoever 
calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 


